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A radicaltransformationpathof a differentsort
Francois

Van Niekerk

free, it expects what never was and
never will be." - Thomas Jefferson

South Africa is a land with incredible
potential. But for the national potential to
be unlocked, we need unifying leadership
with vision and acknowledged integrity.
Like in the Mandela era.

As American folklore says: "When the
legends die, the dreams end. And when
the dreams end, there is no more great-
ness." Our future is uncer tain. Populist
political rhetoric feeds on ignorance and
limits the nation's capacity to strengthen
our democracy with constructiv e political
experimentation.

We can emulate the 1994apex of the most
admired among nations by implementing
a radical transformation of a different,

‘ IF A nation expects to be ignorant and

positive and inclusive kind. For this, we
require an exemplary level of leadership,
a visionar y type of pioneering with open
minds, a daring attitude and an unremit-
ting resolve. The underlying goodness of
our people and the can-do South African
attitude might make the seemingly impos-
sible narrowly possible.

But how? I propose that the government,
the faith community and business as a
whole refocus on a communal national part-
nership. Partnering is the selfless further-
ance of a common goal. What's needed is an
inspiring objective and mutual acceptance.

First, the faith community and business
must find each other in a civil alliance. The
CA should approach the government in a
supporting role: "Let us help each other and
place our country first."

Thereafter an agreement can be nego-
tiated, that the better the country is gov-
erned, the more the CA will agree to assist
the government with the welfare of the
poor. Determine, for example, about five
governmental key performance areas,
that is the South African growth rate and
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PresidentJacobZumameeting businessand labour lastyear.There'sa way to restorethe
country'swell-being via a specialpartnership, saysthe writer.

position on the international indices for
corruption, education, crime and ease of
doing business.

The government's performance is
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therefore judged by way of accepted inter-
national indices and, in return, the CA
will partner with the government and con-
tribute a portion of its wealth to national

upliftment. The concept is akin to social
capitalism or retaining the workable core
advantages of capitalism 's ownership
motive and socialism 's focus on communal
welfare.

In reaction to the government's
improved performance, business will share
its rightful ownership on an agreed scale
in response to how well the government
partner enables the general climate.

As the government's performance
improves, so an agreed percentage of all
business ownership will legally be trans-
ferred to a community benefit fund. The
fund can be jointly administer ed on a 50/50
basis by the CA and the government. Pref-
erence can be given to the development of
the poor.

Easy? No. But consider the difficulty in
finding a workable modus operandi com-
pared to the exciting prospect of our coun-
try exhibiting the success of governing
in partnership.

The bigger the downside risk, the more
logic is needed in considering groundbreak-
ing change. For business to retain less than

100%, but have a fair share of ownership in
a constructiv e political climate, compares
well with "he who wants to keep all may
well lose all".

A negative and divisive dispensation
brings short-term gain to only a few - and
ultimate misery for all. Even with moderate
functionality , a national partnership can
preserve our combined destiny and restore
the country's momentum, well-being and
global standing.

Such a partnership will require the col-
lective to discover unchar ted depths within
our renowned national fibre.

It can and will be achieved if we, the
people, persevere and make sure that we
also apply the power of the One that 80%
of us believe in. "And who will join this
standing up... we are the ones we have been
waiting for." - June Jordan
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