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Shadrack Mashaba and Gift Mukurira. Eliah Mambo hard at work.

Some traffic woes in east to end
Felicia Nkhwashu

Being stuck in traffic will soonbe a thing
ofthe past for residentsof Alphen Park,
Hazelwood and surrounding areas.
Upgrades to roads in the areaand the

construction of traffic circles should be
completed by the end of November, ward
councillor SiobhanMuller said this week.
The upgrades came in response to a

petition by residents.
Muller saidmoney for the project was

coming from bulk service contributions by
Atterbury Properties' largeclub development
in Hazelwood.
She said the upgrade, including the recent

upgrade to Dely Road, wascostingmillions
of rands.
"When there is a large development in an

area, bulk service contributions are used to
upgrade particularly the road infrastructure
to accommodatethe increasedtraffic. This
is exactly what happened in this case," she
said.
Muller said the previous administration

could not fund the upgrades.
"We have now found the funds...the

upgradeswere official decisionsof the
council."
Muller saidtheclosureof Matroosberg

Road at Garsfontein Road in Ashlea Gardens
wasa result of the implementationof the
interchangein 2008 to prevent motorists
from taking a short-cut from Dely to the
interchangevia Matroosberg, as it would

Foreman on site Alex Monyela says the
upgrades on the corner of Selati and Cecilia
streets will be done in no time.

meancutting through the quiet residential
area.
"No funding hasbeenavailable for

this closure for years. Finally from one
developmentI couldsecurefundingfor the
one at Garsfontein's side aswell ascircles
in Selati, Nuwe Hoop and Pinaster streets,"
saidMuller.
She said upgradesincluded a circle at

Selati andCecilia roadsto allow parents
dropping their kids at Nuwe Hoop School
to get in and out of the school, aswell
ascircles on the corner of Pinaster and
Maroelana streets.
There would be another circle on the

corner of Nuwe Hoop and Cecilia roads.

She said all engineering drawings were
alreadyin place and the work on the
upgradeshadbegun.
"The work should be completed by end of

November.
"From a second development, the

intersectionof Selati and Garsfontein roads
will be upgraded," she said.
"The engineering processof this upgrade

is in progress."
Chairperson of the school governing body

at Nuwe Hoop School, Chester Manue said
the school wasgrateful for the traffic circle.
"We hopetherewill be a bettertraffic

flow, especially in the mornings now that we
will have a circle.
"This is a catchmentarea and most

learners useprivate transportso traffic can
be a nightmare," he said.
Manuesaidthe trafficdepartmentwasno

longer controlling the traffic at the school.
"We applied for the traffic circle a few

years back and we are glad both the metro
and our ward councillor have kept their
word," Manue said.
Tshwane MMC of roadsand transport

Sheila Senkubuge said she was delighted
about theseupgrades.
"These are thechangesthatthepeople

of Pretoria voted for in 2016, the DA led
municipality will continue to strive to
improve the lives of the residents," said
Senkubuge.
"When we undertooktheofficeexactly

a year ago, it was not about the political
attainmentbut about transforming the lives
of residents."

Senkubuge said roads were the lifeblood
of the economy.
"People can try to improvise if there is a

shortageon someof their needs, but without
roads, people, goods, and services are unable
to reach their intended destinations."


