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COMMENT
In this time of political and economical
uncertainty, it is good to know that South
Africa's construction industry is still rolling
forwards. Ministers may change, the value
of the rand may fluctuate, outlooks and
even regime's may change, but the future
will still need road, education, housing,
water, electricity and awhole array of other
infrastructure to cope with the demands of
South Africa's growing population.

D Recently the accounting firm Deloitte announced that it is

set to open its new Gauteng office in the upcoming business
node ofWaterfall City (north of Johannesburg). PwC, a rival of
Deloitte, already has a widely noticed and fast developing head
quarter building in the node - it will open in 2018.

Best Projects: FIRST CALL FOR ENTRIES
Despite the industry's cyclical nature, our annual Best Projects
Awards have not had a dramatic decrease in the number of
entries. What has changed is the nature of the entries: the multi-
billion rand projects of earlier have been replaced by smaller,
equally challenging and innovative projects that showcase the
depth of knowledge in the South African construction industry.

In the 2017 competition we have seven categories that cover
the entire construction world, from contractors to specialist
contractors to professional services.

The 'AfriSam Innovation Award for Sustainable Construction'
was one of the first competition categories locally to recognise
sustainable practices in construction.

The entries for these awards close on 8 September 2017. The
judging, by submission only, will happen early in October, while the
awards function will be held in Johannesburg on
8 November. See pages 26 and 27 for an overview of the awards.

We are looking forward to receiving your entries.

Opening in 2020 is Deloitte's new Gauteng head quarter building
which has a price tag of more than R1-billion.

Atterbury won the tender to develop the more than R1-billion
office development on behalf of a 50-50 joint venture between
co-owners Atterbury and JSE-listed real estate capital growth
fund Attacq. The tender process was hotly contested - 15
submissions were received.

Deloitte 's 42 500 m* office will open in 2020. The new office
premises will consist of a ground floor with six storeys of offices
and four basement parking levels, including nearly 2 000 parking
bays. Commercial architecture practice Aevitas designed the
new Deloitte headquarters, which will comply with a Silver LEED
(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Green Rating
on completion.

The Johannesburg and Pretoria offices will be consolidated in
the new office - some 3 700 people. Hopefully careful planning
will go into how the bulk of these people will get to and from
the office. As many will be travelling from Pretoria, one can only
assume that they will do so via the already heavily congested
Ben Schoeman highway. Time will tell what the developers will
devise to get as many as possible on the Gautrain and not on
the Ben Schoeman highway.

Bulk earthworks for the project will start in August with
construction starting in the final quarter of this year. The
development will be completed in the first quarter of 2020.

Wilhelm du Plessis

Editor


