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PROJECT #1 DELOITTE

he newDeloitteAfricanHQSculpted T::

The new Deloitte African HQ in
Waterfall, Gauteng, designed by
commercial architecture practice
Aevitas, consolidates Deloitte's
current Woodmead and Pretoria
offices in a single building.

PHOTOGRAPHY SUPPLIED

theAllandaleinterchange
offtheNIhighway,is situatedona
prominentsitewithmajorhighway
frontage.Itcomprises42500m?of
workspace,andwasdesignedto
allowforamaximumoccupancy
ofcloseto 5 000people.The
landmarknewbuildingconsists

ofa groundfloorplussixoffice
levelsandfour basementparking
levelswithalmost2000 parking
bays.Atterbury developedthe
newDeloitteAfricanHQon behalf
of a50/50joint venturebetween

co-ownersAtterbury andAttacq
Limited(Attacq),a South-African
basedRENT.Thearchitectwas
AevitasGroup.

Amajorobjectiveofthenew
headquar terswasto consolidate
Deloitte 'sformerWoodmeadand
Pretoriaofficestominimisecosts

andthe duplicationof services.
Deloitterequiredadesignthat
wouldencouragestaffinteraction
andenhanceitssenseof
integrationasacompany .Assuch,
a large, lowbuildingwithgenerous
floorplateswasrequired.

Thelongcrescent-shaped
siteaccommodatedthe required
footprint, but its east-west

orientationposedcertain
challenges,particularly exposure
to harsheast-westlight.

Inadditionto the shapeof the
site,the WaterfallCitymasterplan
includedanarterialpedestrian
route that terminateson the new
DeloitteAfricanHQ's, running from

theMallofAfricato thehighway,
requiringthe plantomaintain
a visiblelinkbetweenthemall
entranceandthehighway.
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Left:Notonlydoes
the opencentral
atrium draw
naturallight into
the building,but
it also facilitates
visibilityand
asenseof
connection
betweenfloors.

Theseconsiderations and
constraintsinformedAevitas'
architectur alresponse,which
wasto placea large, multi-
volumeatrium at the heart of
the building.Notonly doesthis
allownatural light to penetrate
deep into the building(andallow
a visual connectionbetweenthe
highwayandthe MallofAfrica),
but it also facilitatesa senseof
connection between floors inside.

Theatriumalsoprovidesthe
mainpedestrianentranceto the
building,agrandwelcomespace

that alsoprovidesthe majorvertical
circulationthroughthe building.

Asteepfallacrossthesitewas
resolvedby creatinga podium
ofnaturallyventilatedbasement
parkinglevelswithaccessat
various levels, whichalleviates
trafficcongestion.Thisplinth
enhancesthe building'ssenseof
prominencebefittingthe site.A
VIPdrop-offentranceonMagwa
Crescent,on the highwayside,

createsalternativ eaccessto
escalatorsleadingto theatrium.

Thebuildingthenformstwo
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'wings'oneithersideoftheatrium.

Tomitigatethechallengesofthe
east-westorientation, the architects

designeda seriesof 'fingers'
orientated in anorth-south direction,

whichformstheessentialshapeof
thebuilding.Theformwasrefined
by "sculptingawayat thecorners",
asChandlerputsit, presenting
adistinctive,recognisable

architectur allandmark.
Theliquidappearanceoftheglass

andaluminiumfacadearticulates
thesculpturalformsofthebuilding.
High-specdoubleglazingensures
visibilityandnaturallightfrom
theinside,whilethepotentially

detrimentalheat loadis reduced

by positioningsandwich-insulated
aluminiumpanelsinstrategicareas.
Thismaterialhasafluidmateriality
complementingthatoftheglazing,
andalsoprovidesthedistinctive
patterningonthefacade.

Thecombinationof the east-west
orientationofthebuildingwiththe
north-south'fingers'createaseries
of secureoutdoorspacesalong
theedgesofthebuilding,idealfor
spill-outareas.Aswellasthemain
atrium,the groundfloor includes

staffrestaurants,coffeeshops,
trainingfacilitiesanda business
centre.Theyopenoutontoaseries

Theatriumbridges
onall six levels
insidethe building
span20mandare
suspendedfroma
two-metr e-deep
beamontheroof, |/

' keepingtheground (« ___
floor column-free.

ofsecurebreak-outspacesonthe

westernsideofthe buildingfor
outdoordining.Onthe southwestern
end,astaffpubopensontoan
outdoor braaiarea andpizzaoven,

makingthiscornerofthebuilding
- whichinteractswiththecityand
amajorstreetcorner- a lively,
sociablearea.

Ontheeasternsidefacingthe
highway,wherethemaintraining
facilitiesare,a similarphilosophy
hasbeenapplied,creatingspaces
forthelargecrowdsto breakout
duringtrainingsessionswithout
overcrowdingtheatrium.The
northwestcornerhousesadigital

sat

experiencecentrewithits own

privatespill-outareathat relatesto
therest ofthe city.Anauditoriumis
locatedon the first basementlevel,

fully integratedwiththeatrium
above,but positionedtominimise

disruptionto dailyactivitiesonthe
groundfloorof theatrium.

Thevaryinglevelsonthesite
madeit possibletocontrolaccess
andensurethesecurityofthe
buildinganditsspill-outareas
withoutwallsor fences,thusallowing
thebuildingto remainfullyintegrated
withtherestofWaterfallCityand
contributetotheopenandfriendly
urbanfabricoftheprecinct.

Continuednextpageml



Theindigenouslandscaping
aroundthe building is supported
by efficient irrigation with
100%harvestedrain/sub-soil
drainagewater.

Thegroundfloor of the atrium,

with its coffeeshops,restaurants

andreception,is largelyaccessible
to thepublic.Notonlydoesthis
makeit unnecessaryforall visitors
to accesstheupperfloors,but it
alsoencouragesemployeestomake
useofthe publicfacilities,meeting
andinteractinginthesecommunal
spaces,andcatalysingchance
encountersandtheexchangeof
ideas.Privatemeetingroomsare
locatedontheupperfloors,too,for
usewhennecessary.

Asingleverticalcirculationcore
alsocompelsstaffinteraction.With
eachfloorplatearound6000m,
walkingdistancesarekeptshortby
splittingtheablutioncoresintotwo.
Theatriumdrawslightdeepintothe
floorwhilea 'race-track"walkway
arounditsperimetercreatesvisual
connectionsbetweenfloors, also

facilitatingstaffinteractions.These
atriumbridgesinsidethebuilding
span20mandthebridgesonallsix
levelshangfromatwo-metr e-deep
beamonthe roof,keepingtheground
floorcolumn-fr ee.

Thegeneralworkspacesare
mostlylocatedonthecornersatthe
edgesoftheatrium,wheretheyare
easilyaccessible.Thedeeperyou
moveintothebuilding,themore
privatethespacesbecome,sothat
the arrangementin spaceis layered

- fromthemostpublicto themost
private in thefurthestreaches.

Thisarrangementalsohelps
future-proof the building,making
eachfloor easily sub-divisible
andallowingmaximumflexibility
if, later in its life, it hasmultiple
tenants. It also meansthat

depar tmentscanrearrange
themselvesasthey please, while
still allowinglogicalandefficient
operations.

Thebuildingachieveda Silver
LEED(Leadershipin Energyand
EnvironmentalDesign)rating
oncompletion.At least20% of
buildingmaterialswill contain
post-and/orpre-consumer
recycledcontentand75% of
constructionwastehasbeen
reused/recycled. Enhanced

ventilation,viewsanduseof
low-emittingmaterialsensure
occupantwell-being.
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A series of
'fingers'ina
north-south
direction
mitigate
exposureto the
harshlight that
results from
the building's
east-west
orientation.
Theyhavebeen
sculpted and
refined to form
the essential
shapeof the
building.


